A  VENETIAN   PRISON	Ijg
dola, and after many twistings and turnings, entered the
Grand Canal, and landed at the prison quay. After going up
and down several staircases, we crossed an enclosed bridge,
connecting the ducal palace with the prison, and spanning 3.
narrow canal, which is called the frio di Palazzo.' We crossed
a long gallery, and entered a room in which sat an indi-
vidual in patrician dress, who, after looking me up and
down, said, Tut him in safe keeping.' This man was the
secretary of the inquisitors, Domenico Cavalli. He was evi-
dently ashamed to speak Venetian before me, for he ordered
my detention in the Tuscan patois. I was handed over to
the guardian of the prison, who held an enormous bunch
of keys. I followed him up two little flights of stairs and
down a gallery, ending in a locked door. Beyond this door
was another gallery, and another door opening on to a long
dirty garret, ill lighted by a window in the roof. At fim
I thought this garret was my destination, but I was mis-
taken, for, taking up a huge key, the gaoler opened a heavy
door, barred with iron, and only about three feet and a half
high, with a small round hole in the middle; he made a sign
to me to pass through, but at that moment I was busily
staring at an iron machine solidly clamped to the wall, in
the shape of a horse-shoe, and about fifteen inches in
diameter.
£I see, sir,' said the gaoler smiling, cthat you want to
know the use of that little instrument. When their Excel^
lencies order some one to be strangled, he is seated on a
stool, his back against the wall, that collar round his neck; a
silken cord goes through the holes at the two ends, and passes
over a wheel; the executioner turns a crank, and the conj
demned man yields up his soul to God! So we have every'
reason to believe, for, thank Heaven, the confessor doe?
not leave him till he is dead.'
'Most ingenious,5 said I, cand I think it must be you whc
have the honour of turning the crank.' He did not answer,
but made me another sign, in reply to which I passed through
the door; I had to bend myself double to do so. He locked

